
Governor’s School Application Checklists

General Essay
Prompt:  Identify and discuss a contemporary 21st century topic you are interested
in exploring further in your area of application. What is the significance of this topic
and its current and future impact?  Considering multiple perspectives, how would
you like to further explore the topic?

General Essay
The essay addresses one issue/topic. (Avoid writing about 2 or more 21st
century issues.)

Does the issue relate to the topic of application. (Not required, but
could strengthen the application as a whole)

The selected issue/topic is contemporary
The significance of this topic is clearly explained. Why is this topic important?
Does the response explain the current and future impact of this topic?
Multiple perspectives are explored in depth related to the issue. (Use
examples)
Specific ideas on how you would like to further explore this topic are given.

Ideas are specific and explained in detail. (no vague ideas)
Excellent use of written expression.

No grammatical errors
Good structure (transitions, paragraphs,word choice, voice in your
writing)

Does the response show your creativity and make you stand out?



Discipline Essay
The essay addresses the given prompt.

Ensure that you have appropriately responded to each part of the
prompt.

Use examples and evidence to support your opinion.
Excellent use of written expression.

No grammatical errors
Good structure (transitions, paragraphs,word choice, voice in your
writing)

Does your response demonstrate that you are knowledgeable in your field of
application?
Does the response show your creativity and make you stand out?

Personal Readiness
Includes a list of school and community activities. (bulleted, include last 3
years)
Include awards and honors you have received in the list. (bulleted, include
last 3 years)

Does your list evidence your active involvement in your school and
community?
Were you  “substantively involved” in these activities?

Select ONE activity or honor that was particularly meaningful to you.
If you selected an honor does it show your excellence in the area of
application? (not required, but strengthens application)
Does the activity show your leadership?
Explain why this is meaningful to your

Personal Readiness reflection
Address all aspects of the prompt.

What do you envision in a vibrant residential learning
community?
What contributions could you make to the community?
What limitations might you encounter in a residential community
that you would not in a traditional school setting? (Don’t say
none!)



Based on what you described, explain why you wish to attend the
NC Governor’s School.

References
Is one of your references from a teacher in your area of application?
Did you follow the steps given to you by your Governor’s School
counselor at your school for requesting references?
Make sure you give your references plenty of time to write a good
reference for your application. Don’t wait until the last minute to ask
them.


